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Western Christian Monitor. 


FOR NOVEMBER, 1886. 


ARTI@LES OF RELIGION, &é. 


<< 
il. Of the Word, or Son of God, who was made very Man. 


We have noticed in our last number the Divinity of Christ. 
a me now to consider his hamanity, and the union of ‘ two 
whole and perféct natures’ in the person of our glorious Redeem- 
er; 
t.was necessary, in order to redeem the world, that an expia- 
fory sacrifice should be made. For, whatever suppositions we 
may form respecting possibléthings in relation to the restoration 
of mian to a state of happiness, it is evident from the wordef 
God, that infinite wisdom elected the method of a vicarious atene- 
ment. Men may form conjectures’ on this Subject ; bat these will 
always be trifling and vain. ‘God has informed uf, in his bh 


word, of the way of salvation throagh the death of his Son.—., 
In this plan of redemption, we discover the most glorious dis.” 


play of the divine pérfections. Wisdom fills us with admiration 
when we contemplate her vast afd glorious plans. Justice 
@trikes us dumb, and penetrates us with terror in the display of 
his awful character. And mercy excites bursts of gratitude and 
joyful praise, in exhibitieg before our eyes the astonishing riches 
of divine grace. . 


In the accomplishment of redemption by the atonement for sin, ~ 


it was necessary that the person offering himself as @ sacrifice, 

should, en the one hand, possess such excellence as would ren- 

der his offering meritorious and fully equivalent to the penalty of 
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the law, and, on the other hand, not be raised above capability 
of suffering. For without such capability, no sacrifice can be 
made ; and without excellence more than any creature possesses, 
ho merit can belong to any sacrifice which may be made. Jeho-. 
vah io the character of Deity alone could have offered no sacri- 
fice ; because he is utterably incapable of suffering. Created ex. 
istence could have done nothing to which any real merit ‘could 
have been attached. It was therefore necessary that the Son of 
Ged should be mzde flesh, in order to effect the parpose of mercy 
towerd the miserable race of nvan. ‘ He took man’s nature upon 
him in the womb of the blessed virgin.’ 

‘he eminence of the divine perfections which raises Jehovah 
gloriously above the possibility of suffering, rendered it proper 
and requisite, that the Second Person in the Trinity should as 
sume some crexted nature. through the sufferings of which he 
wight make on atonement for the sins.of the world And surely 
vO Nature was so proper as that of man. It was human nature 
which bad transgressed the law ; it was proper that justice should 
be satisfied in this natare It was the nature of man which was 
under the curse: it was proper that through this nature the curse 
should be removed. It was man who was to be restored ; it was 
proper this restoration should be effected in the nature of man, 

Therefore, ‘ When the fulness of time was come, God sent 
forth his Sun, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons’ 

Tt was no less necessary that the Redeemer should be the Son 
of God, than it was that he should be made of a woman. For 
the sacrifice of 2 mere creature, offering himself a satisfaction fos 
sin, can have no real merit in it, gNuay, it would pot want the 
nature of sin: © For every dependent being, naturally under obli- 
gation to his Creator, woold grossly violate the laws of his nature, 
by neglecting the discharge of his own duties. in attempting to 
make satisfeetion for the transgressions of another. 

‘Therefore none, except One above obligation, could atone for 
the sins of the world. The Son of God by assuming the nature 
of man, clevated it to astateof glory in which one of its charac- 
teristics was freedom from law But as the object of this eleva- 
‘tion was 2 voluntary submission to obligation for the purpose 
of redeeming the world, the Son of God, by bis own glorious 
and voluntory@endescension, ‘ was made under the law’ Here, 
if we misteke not, we shall find the ground on which the merits 
of this sufferings rest. ‘The humanity of Christ suffered what 
tongue cannot tell! the Divinity sapported it, and rendered its 
sufferings meritorious beyond what thought can conceive ! 

We cannot foibear stopping here, for a moment, to make one 
reflection. ‘The doctrine of the atonement, viewed in this light, 
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carries with it the evidence of its own truth. The impossibillity 
of conceiving such a doctrine as this, without a revelation from 
God, renders maniiest the palpable absurdity of calling it in 
question. ‘The redemption of the world was to be effected by a 
propitiatory sacrifice. But how is it possible to offer sach a sacri- 
fice? No created or derived being, however elevated, could 
have offered it, for reasons before assigned. God could not suf- 
fr ; and, for this reason, in the character of Deity alone, com 
not offer a propitiatory sacrifice for the redemption of the world. 
Therefore nothing less than the union of the Divinity with the 
nature of man, could accomplish the glorious purpose of salva- 
tion. But what haman being, what angel, what archangel, could 
have conceived that God would unite himself to haman nature, 1A 
order'to raise 4 world of sinners to a -tate of glory and happi- 
ness? We make no hesilation in declaring, that we believe it 
utterly impossible for any created being to have formed a serious 
conception of such a union, before a revelation of this trath was 
made, or it was manifested by th¢ execution of the gracious pur- 
ose of God. ‘This doctrine must be true ; be@ause we should 

avé no conception of it, if it had not been revealed unto us, 

Thos, we see, at once, both the truth and expediency of the m- 
carnation of Christ. The Son of God was manifested in the 
flesh, This manifestation was expedient: it was indispensably 
necessary for the redemption of the world,according to the plan 
of salvation through an expiatory sacrifice. An atonement for sin, 
inthe very nature of things, is impossible to any being but one in 
whom created existence is mysteriously united to the Divine na- 
ture. 

When the Son of God assumed our nature, a mysterious union 
was formed. ‘* Two whole and perfect natures, that is to say, 
the Godhead and the manhood, were joined together in ona per- 
son, never to be divided, whereof is one Christ very God, and 
very man.’ 

Our church here teaches us, according to the holy Scriptares, 
that there are] two whole and perfect natures in the person of 
the Redeemer. He took upon bim whoetever belonged to the 
physical and moral perfection of haman natare. H~ possessed 
the whole nature of man—but without sin He possessed the bo- 
dy of man. ‘A body hast thou prepared me.’ Hebrews, x 5. 

€ possessed the sou! of man ‘ ‘Thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin’ ‘ He shall see the travail of his souly and be 
satisfied? ‘ He shall divide the spoil with the stron@: because 
he hath poured out his soul unto death’ Isaiah, liii. 10. 1, 12. 
We have seen before, that he possessed the Divine vatare — 
Therefore, in him, ‘the Godhead and manhood were joined ta- 
gether, never to be divided,’ constituting one glorious Christ. 
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But we are to remember, in considering this subject, the uniog 

the Godhead and manhood of Christ, not to confound D.vin. 
ity with humanity We must be cautious never to think, that the 
jnearnation of the Redeemer, effected any alteration in the nature 
of God. Sucha thought would be contrary to all the dictates of 
right reason, and repugnant to the whole tenor of the word of 
God. Jesus Christ as God is unchangeably the same; from 
€verlasting to everlasting his nature remains anakerable. Neither 
are we to suppose, that in his incarnation the essential properties 
of Deity were conmnupicated te his humanity. Such a notion 
would be grossly absurd—because it would suppose that infinite 
attributes may be communicated to a substance finite in its nature! 
It would destroy the end of the incarnation, the atonement of 
sin by suffering the penslry of the law ; because it would preclude 
the possibility of suffering. It would be in direct opposition to 
the Gospel, which teaches us that there are two natures in Jesus 
Christ ; because such a communication would destroy the human- 
ity of the Redeemer : it would be lost in the Divinity, and one 
nature ovly would remain in the Saviour of the world— 
Our church, therefore, teaches us, that there are ‘ two whole 
and perfect natures’ in the person of our glorious Messiah; and 
hereby she guards us against the errors, which would result from 
acontrary doctrine. The Divine nature of the Son of God, is 
gloriously incapable of mutation. His humanity, how great so- 
ever in excellence and glory, as we have before seen, is still the 
nature of man. 

The Scripture throughout presents us with this idea. We see, 
in the description which it gives us of the Redeemer, a wonderful 
personage, possessing all the attributes of God, and all the per- 
fection of man: Not descending from Adam according to the 
ee of natural generation ; but coming into the world, by 

ing made of awomun under the supernatural influence of the 
Holy Ghost. 

O the amazing condescension of the Son of God! He who 
assesses unutterable perfection, veiled his infinite glory io 
amanity. He bambled himself to take upon him our nature ; 

and being found in the form of a servant he submiited to death 
upon the cross! Let the heavens praise our Jesus ; let the earth 
magnify bis name, May the neople of God hold fast the doctrines 
of their faith, and steadfastly believe that their Messiah is both 
God-and man. Amen. 


























MINUTES 






Tuken atihe several Annual Conferences of the Metltodist E- 
piscopal Church in the United States of America ; for the 


year 1816. 
Quest. 1. Who are admitted on trial * 
Ans. Ohio Conference. 
Cornelias Springer John Tivis 
Samuel Hamilton Othniel Talbot 
Andrew Monroe 10 James G. Leach 
Benjamin Lawrence Matthew Mahan 
5 William Cunningham Samuel Chenowith 
Absalom Hunt John Kent 


James Simmons 
Tennessee Conference. 


Lewis Garrett William Stevenson 
15 John Seaton Benjamin Proctor 
Joho Hatchinson Joseph Piggott 
Nathan Barnes Alexander Fleming 
Daniel M‘ Henry 25 Josiah Daughtry 
Thomas Davis Philip Davis 
20>John Bloom John Smith 
South Carolina Conference. 
Zaccheus Dowling Jesse Sinclair 
Zachariah Williams Daniel Christenbury 
30 Daniel Gartman 35. Andrew Hammill! 
James Bellah Tillman Snead 
Samue! Harrison David Garretson 
Virginia Conference. 
James Hanner 45 Samuel Wells 
John Parner John W. Boyd 
40 Samuel Hooser Solomon Day 
Russel Foster Stephen Rowe 
Burnett William Richards 
itliam Peebles 50 Thomas Saunders 


William Hi. Star 


Baltimore Conference. 
Joseph Carper Mordecai Gosnell 


» Morris Covert George Brown 
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55 Thomas Beaks James Taylor 
Philadelphia Conference. 
Sinkson Tuff Walters Burrows 
_ John Creamer 60 Abraham Ketcham 
New York Conference. 
James Covel David Miller 
David Barclay Ibri Cannon 
Jeremiah M Daniels Isaac Hill 
John Goodsel 70 Zalmon Stewart 
6} %saac Lent - - Horace Weston 
ohn Boyd | John Lovejoy 
New England Conference. 
Jeremiah Marsh 75 Daniel Pinmley 
Moses Fifield Daniel Dorchester 
Genesee Conference. 
Daniel Sheperson Isaac Grant 
John Dempster 85 William Jones 
Abraham Lippett Ebenezar Fairchild 
80 Joshua Beebee Joho Byem 
Alpheus Davis Thomas M‘ Gee 
Joseph M:Creary 8&9 George Ferguson 
George Peck 


Quest. 2. Who remain on trial ? 
Ans. Ohio Conference, © 


Lemuel Lane John Waterman 
Boroughs Westlake William Hunt 
Joseph Pownal 10 Russell Bigelow 
Sadosa B.con William Adams 
Henry Biker Jabez Bowman 
William P. Finley Henry B. Bascomb 


Elijah Druitt 
Tennessee Conference. 


Josiah Patterson Joha C. Harbison 
George M‘ Nelly Jobn Serips 
Nace Overall 20 Elijah Gentry 
Jacob Whitesides | 

South Carolina*Conference. 
John W. Norton... ° . John Mote 
John Simons. 25 Bryan Gause 


William Kennedy 
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Virginia Conference. 


Daniel Day Joie Featherstone 

Thacker Muire John F. Wrig 

Allen R. Barnard Ebenezer W. Ward 

John T. Brame 35 Benjamin Stephens 
30 David Browder » James Reid 

Thomas Browder : 

Baltimore Conference. 

Jobn Everhart 40 Robert Cadden 

Heory Baker Bazil Barry 

John Childs Robert Boyd 

Philadelphia Conference. 


Richard W. Petherbridge Jacob Moore . 
New York Conference. 


45 Aaron Pierce Heman 
Sherman Minor ~* 50 Smith Dayton 
Josiah Bowen Earl Bancroft 
James Young Phineas Doan 

New England Conference. 

John Lord Salmon Winchester 
Josiah A Scarritt Bradbury Clay 

55 Nathan Paine Joseph C. Pierce 


Gennessee Conference. 


James H. Harris — John Arnold 
60 William Brown ~ Peter Baker 
Joshaa Rogers " 
Quest. 3. Who are admitted into full sonnexion * 
Ans. @hio Conference. 
John Solomon Oliver Garver 
= Sharp 5 Jacob Hooper 
muel Brown Shadrach Ruark 
» Tennessee Conference. 
Hardy M Cryer Joshua Batcher 
Ivy Walke 15 Peter James 
John Schrader Thomas Owen 
19 John Manifee Thomas. Bailey 
William Stribling John M‘Gee 
Nicholas Norwood John 8S. Ford 


Moses Ashworth 20 Elisha Lott 






























South Carolina Conference. 











Elijah Bird William Winningham 

David Hilliard Travis Owen 

John Lane 30 Aquila Leatherwood 

John Morrow William Collinsworth 
25 Daniel Monaghan John Scott 

West Williams Nicholas M‘Intire- 






John M:Clendon 
Virginia Conference. 









Haugh A. M‘Cain Reuben Ellis 
35 James C. M‘ Aden Bowen Reynolds 
j Peyton Anderson 40 William Jones 
"4 Waddell Jobnson Charles Moseley 
Baltimore Conference. 
Samuel P. V. Gillespie - James Sewell 
John Bear — Henry Padgett 
Samuel Davis Thomas Larkins 






45 Richard Hunt 






Philadelphia Conference. 










William Prettyman William Ross 

50 Danie! Moore 55 Henry Kunzelman 
William Lammis Lott W «rfield 
Edward Stout Amos C. Moore 
Joseph Rusling ' 






New York Conferénce. 












Buel Goodsel Danie! I. Wright 
Daniel Brayton Eh Barnett 

60 Charles Northrop Samuel Eighmey 
William M Stilwell 65 Moses Amedon 

New England Conference. 
Zenas Adams 70 Bartholomew Oiheman 
Orin Roberts Walter Sleeper 
Job Pratt Henry True 
Ezekiel W. Coffin Eleazer Phelps 
Genessee C~nference. 

Wyatt Chamberlin Ellas Bowen 

75 John Griffin * William Cameron 





James Hazen 79 William Barlow 
















Quest. 4. Who are the deatons ? 
Ans. Ohio Conference. 


Those marked (thus *) were ordained this year. 


John Graham John Solomon* 
Charles Waddel David Sharp* 
Robert C. Hatton Samuel Brown* 
John Dew Jacob Hooper* 
5 Francis Landrum 10 Shadrach Ruark, elect 


Tennessee Conference. 


Thomas Nixon Elisha Lott* 
Jobn Bowman Ivy Walke* 
Claiborne Davai Hardy M. Cryer* 
Benjamin Malone John Schrader* 

15 James Porter 25 Johv Manifee* 
William F. King William Stribling* 
Jesse Hale Joshua Butcher* 
Thomas Bailey Nicholas Norwood* 
Moses Ashevorih John S. Ford* 

20 Peter James, elect 30 Thomas Owen, elect 


South Carolina Conference. 
Anderson Ra 45 Benjamin C. Scott 
Samuel K. Hodgts W. Collingswortti, elect 
Daniel M‘ Phaill Elijah Bird® 
James Parsons David Hilliard* 
35 William Harris _ John Lane* 
West Harris 50 John Scott, elect 
Dabney P Jones Jobn Marrow* 
William B_ Barvett Daniel Monaghan* 
David S M' Bride Nicholas M‘ ntyre, elect 
40 Samuel Johnson West Williams 
ames B. Turner 55 John M‘Clendon* 
hilemon Ogletree illiam Winningham* 
James O Andrew Travis Owen* 
John Wright Aquila Leatherwood* 


Virginia Conference. 
Lewis Kimbell 
60 Lewis Skidmore 
John Boyle 
Fletcher Harris is’ 
Elijah Sparks 70 Bowen Reynolds* 
Samuel B. White William Jones* 
65 Abraham Trail “ Charles Moseley* 
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Baltimore Conference. 









AMaleb Leach 80 Samuel P. V. Gillespie’ 
* Aohn Macklefresh John Bear* 

75 Thomas CG Thornton Samuel Davis* 
William © Morrison Richard Hant* 
Thomas Kennerly Henry Padgett* 

Tohn Connelly 85 Thomas Larkins* 





Zachariah Mitchell 
Philadelphia Conference. 














Phinéhas Price, elect William Ross, elect 
Wm. Prettyman, elect Heary Kanzelman, elec: 
Daniel Moore, elect Amos C. Moore, elect 
Witliam Lammins, elect 95 John Potts, elect 

90 Edward Stout, elect Samuel J. Cox, elect 
Joseph Rasling, elect John Goforth, elect 

f New York Conference. 
Thomas Thorp William M. Stilwell* 

_ Beardsley Northrop 105 Daniel I. Wright* 
00 Nicholas White Eli Barnett* 

Buel Goodsel* Samuel Eighmey* 
Daniel Brayton* Moses Emedon* 





Charles North o>* 





New England Conference. 









_ Jason Walker Orin Roberts* 
110 Shipley W. Wilson Job Pratt* 
Hezekiah Davis Ezekiel W. Coffin® 
Vanrenssellaer Osborn 120 Barthw. Otheman* 
Joshua Nye Walter Sleeper* 
David Hutchinson Joseph B. White* 
115 John Paine Heary Troe* 





Zenas Adams* 










Genesee Conference, 















Israel Cook Peter Jones 

125 Israel Oh rtin Devid Culp 
Elijab V ° 135 John Hamilton 

| Goodwitt ard Wyatt Chamberlin* 
James Hall ~ John Griffin* 
Nathaniel Reeder James Hazen* 

130 Robert Menshall Elias Bowen* 

\\\ David Youmans » & William Cameron* 


“Nathan Dodson “141 William Barlow* 
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Quest. 5. Who have been elected and ordained elders this 
year ? 

Ans. Ohio Conference. 
John M‘ Mahan, elect Jonathan Stamper 
Johan Cord Thomas D. Porter 
Robert W. Finley William M‘ Mahan ° 
Benjamin Rhoten Jobn Somerville 

5 William Dixon 


Tennessee Conference, 









10 Thomas A. King John a 
Joseph Foulks 15 George Ekins 
Jesse Cunningham : Thomas Griffin, 





William Hart 
South Caralina Conference. 














Griffin Christopher Archibald Brown 
Allen Turner James L. Belin 
Thomas W. Stanley 25 Charles Dickinson 
20 Nicholas Talley Joho Bunch 
Jacob Hill Hugh M‘Phaill, elect 
' Henry Bass William Partridge, elect 
Virginia Conference. 
Joshua Lawrence tare! Wyatt 
80 Minton ‘Thrift . Matthew M. Dance 
Baltimore Conference, 
Lewis R. Fechtig 35 William Shanks 
Jobn Bull Thomas Sewell, elect 
Philadelphia Conference. 
George Banghart, elect Lott Warfield, elect 





David Dailey, elect 
New York Conference. 








40 Theodosius Clark William Ross 
Tobias Spicer 45 Samuel Luckey 
Elisha P. Jacob Gad Smith, elect 
Stephen Jacob 

New England Conferene 








Benjamin Burnham T 
Joho Atwell, elect }. 
Joho Adams jacot 
30 Richard Emery {onat 
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Gennessee Conferenee. 














55 James Gilmore Gideon Lanning 
Elisha Bebins Renaldo M. Everts 
Ebenezer Doolittle 60 james S. Lent 
. Quest. 6. Who are the bishops and superintendants ? 
4ns, William M*Kendree, Enoch George, Robert Ritchfory 
Roberts. | . 
Quest. 7. Who have located this year 2 
Ans. ~ Ohio Conference. 
Oliver Carver - Joseph Oglesby 
Samuel Sellums 5 Abel Robinson 
James M‘'Mahan_. Jonathan Stamper 
Tennessee Conference. 
ohn I. E. Bird Samuel! Browne 
illiam Winans John M‘ Farland 
Sela Paine Baker Wrather 





10 Joseph Foulks 
South Carolina Conference. 









Andrew Pickins James C. Sharp 

15 William Arnold 20 Lacius Q. C. d’ Yampert 
Benjamin 8. Ogletree Daniel Brown 
Robert Porter John Collinsworth 






Alexander H. Sanders 






Virginia Conference. 






Stith Mead Henry Robinson 
Thomas Cooper Allen Elliott 
25 William M. Elliott John C. Barruss 






Richard H. Parks 











Baltimore Conference. ~ 







30 John C. Freneh 35 James M. Hanson 
Jacob Dowell Job Guest 
James Laws Robert Hanna 
Thomas Sewell Jobo Swartzwelder 
Rezin Hammond David Stevens 










: adelphia Conference. 
40 George Sheets 7 William Hardesty 
Joseph Lybren Daniel Ashton 
William W. Foulks 45 Loit Warfield 
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New York Conference. 















Benjamin Griffen Friend Draper 

Tents M. Smith 50 John T. Addoms 

Jobn Finnegan '. Jonathan Lyon 

New England Conference. 

Cyrus Cammins Elias Marble 

Aaron Lummus Samuel Hillman 

Josiah Emerson Artemas Stebbins 
55 Francis Dane 







Genessee Conference. 
James H. Baker Fruman Gillett 


60 Reuben Fatley 63 James S. Lent 
John Hazard 







Quest. 8. Who are the supernumerary preachers? 
Ans. Ohio Conference. 


Michael Ellis Isaac Pavey 






South Carolina Conference. 
Wiley Warwick 







Baltimore Conference. 






Morris Howe William Houston 
6 Caleb Reynolds 
New England Conference. 
James Nye. 







Genesee Conference. 
8 John Kimberlin 









Quest. 9. Whe are the superannuated or worn out preachers ? 
Ans. Oho Conference. 

Henry M‘Daniel Isaac Quinn 

William Burke 








Virginia Conference. 
William Jean & Samuel Waggoner 


Baltimore Coaference. 
Seely Bunn John Pitts 





Thomas Lucas Asa Shinn 
Joseph Stone Amos Barnes 
30 Hezekiaks Harriman 


Philadelphia Conference. 


William M‘Lenahan Joseph Aydelot: 
Robert M‘Coy 3 Nathan Swain 
15 Thomas Everard 


New York Conference. 


Gad Smith James Coleman 

Elisha P. Jacob Stephen Richmond 
20 Samuel Fowler -Fohn Crawford 

Isaac Candec 25 Oliver Sykes 


New England Conference, 
John Broadhead Benjamin Hazelton 


Genessee Conference. 


Asa Cummings James Gilmore 
Thomas Whitehead 32 Nathan Dodson 
30 Abraham Dawson 


Quest. 10, Who have been expelled from our connexian this 


year ? 
Ans. Baltimore Conference. 
Joshua Windsor 


Philadelphia Conference. 


Joseph Sampson, for refusing to subscribe to the 2nd artiele of 
the doctrines of our church. 


New York Conference. 
Thomas Drummond 
Quest. 11. Who have withdrawn from the connexion this 


year ? 
Ans. New Engiand Conference, 


Joseph Baker 


Quest. 12. Were all the preachers’ characters examined be 
fore the Conferences? 





# 
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Ans. This was strictly attended to by calling over their names. 
one by one before their respective conferences. 


Quest. 13. Who Aave died this year ? 


Ans, 1. The venerable Francis Asbury,* late saperintendent 
or bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, who 
was born in England, near the foot of Hamstead Bridge, m the 
parish of Handsworth, about four miles from Birmingham in 
Staffordshire, on the 20th of August, 1745. His parents were 
people in common life, remarkable for their honesty and industry, 
and had all the comforts of plenty about them. ‘There were but 
two children, a daughter and son ; the daughter dying in i > 
he might be viéwed as an only child. From his childhood he 
neither dared an oath, nor hazarded alie The love of trethis 
not natural ; bot. the habit of telling it he acquired very early 
and so well was he taught, that his consgience would never per- 
mit him to swear profanely :; he abhorred mischief and wicked- 
ness, although Kis playmates were amongst the visest of the vile. 
From such society he often returned home uneasy and melancho- 
ly. Sometimes he was much ridiculed, and called Methodist 
parson, because his mother invited ry! people who had the ap- 
pearance of religion, to her house. By the conversation and 

rayers of one of these he was awakened, before he was quite 
‘ourteen years of age; it was now easy and pleasing to him to 
leave his company, and he began to pray morning and evening. 
It was not long before he begee to inquire of his mother, who, 
where, and what were the: Methodists ; she gave him a favora- 
ble account, and direct@#? him to a person that could take him to 
Wedhesbury tohearthem. ‘‘ The people appeared very devout, 
mefi and women knecling—saying amen. Now behold they 
were singing hymns— Sweet sound! Why! strange to tell, the 
preacher had no prayer book ; and yet he prayed wonderfully ! 
what was yet more extraordinary, the man took his text and had 
no sermon book : Thought I this is wonderfal indeed! Tis cer- 
tainly a strange way, buat itis the best way. The preacher talked 
about confidence, assurance, &c, of which all my flights and 
hopes fell short.” After this, some others, with himself met for 
reading and prayer; they had large and good meetings; and 
(ae 


* We have akeady given an account of the public hife of bishop 
Asbury, and his death, This account isthe same in substance, 
and part of it almest in the same language, as the narrative con- 
tained in the minutes. We shall therefore extract only so mach 
as rejptes to the early part of his life, of which we possessed no 
MforMation at the time we published the above mentioned ac- 
count. 
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*vere much persecuted, until the person at whose boose they held 


them being frightened, they were discontinued. He then'held 
meetings trequently at his father’s house, exhorting the people 
there, as also at Sutton, Colfield, and several souls professed to 
find peace through his labors. He met-class at Bramich Heath, 
and met in band at Wednesbury He had preached some months 
before he publicly appeared in the Methodist meeting hcuses, 
when his labours became more extensively witnessed—some 
were amazed not knowing that he had exercised elsewhere. Be- 
hold bim now a local preacher, the humble and willing servant of 
any and every preacher that called on him by night or by day ; 
bemg ready, with hasty steps, to go far or wide to do good : visit- 
ing Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Worcestershire, and indeed almost 
every place. within his reach for the.sake of ¥precious souls; 


preaching generally, three, four and five times a week. He was 


ween twenty-one and two when he gave himself up entirely 
to God and his work, after acting as a local preacher nearly five 


years. 


€# For what foliows in the minutes respecting Mr. Asbury, 
see page 310, of this Magazine. 


To &e continued in the next number. 
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thom THe RICH. CHRISTIAN moni TOR. 


A FEW THOUGHTS UPON DRUNKENNESS. 


_ Itis lamentable te observe with what lenity of censure, with 
what a tender spirit of palliation, markiod generally look upon 
the habjtef excessive drinking. ‘ Poor man,’ they say, ‘ he does 
some times take a cup too much, but be cannot be called a 
drankard: It is not the love of drink, but the disposition to good 
fellowship that betrays him. In the meantime, he is one of the 
best hearted creatures in the world. And even at the worst, he 
is only to be pitied ; for hetis nobody’s enemy but his own.’ This 
kind of apology for one of the most dreadful sins in the world is 
very common ; and it is jast sach an one as I should expect the 
grand author of all delusion to inspire. 

Accérding to a sound moral criterion, a man must be pro- 
nounced drunken whenever he puts his faculties in any degree 
out of order by spirituous liquors. This habit once begun, like 
all other habits, and perhaps more rapidly than any other, gains 
strength by indulgence, It is a vice which prevails, I am afraid, 
more and more ip our country. Look at some of the evils which 
follow in its train. 

_ It powerfully undermines and destroys the Health of the body. 
Every benevolent heart must bleed to see how many robast con- 
stitutions are ruined by drinking, and brought down to the grave 
at a period which might have been the very meridian of life. 

Sadinpaire and stupifies the intellectual powers. Ewery body 
knows that the drunken fit constitutes a temporary. insanity, in 
some more violent, andin others fess. But besides this, observa- 
tion proves after a while, that every instance of this shaimeful ex- 
cess leaves the vigor of the understanding permanently diminish- 
ed. The memory suffers, the reasoning faculty 1s debilitated ; 
and those who were once meh of fine talents become stupid, and 
incapable of mental exertion. 

It leads to poverty, not merely by the expense of drinking, bat 
still more by exchanging industry for idleness, and by exposing 
the wretched drunkard to the artifices of the fraudulent, and the 
depredations of the gaming table. Many a family, formerly 
prosperous and independent, has been brought to want and beg- 
gary by the drunkenness of its head. 

It destroys the temper, eradicating the amiable sensibilities and 
kind affections of the heart. The subject.of this vile infatuation 
loses, in — of time, bis tenderness for the wife of his bo- 
som; and becomes the (ormentor, yes, the intentional tormentor, 
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of her. who was the chosen creasure of bis youthful love,. He no 
longer looks upon the children of his body with the fond feelings 
of a father. Allis peevishness, ill nature, and im many instances, 
ferocious cruelty: Often have I contemplated this result of the 
habit with astonishment and horror. . 

It is fatal to the capacity of usefulness. ‘The Creator has or- 
dained that every man should, in some way or other, improve 
the talents. and opportunities afforded bitn for the benefit of his 
species. But the drupkerd either applies bis abilities to the pur- 
poses of mischief, or at least drowns them in the loathsome gulf 
of intoxication. How much genius, how much education, what 
stores of knowledgé, do we see reduced to imbecility and utter 
disgrace by this abominable intémperance! How are the pro. 
mises of honoreble distiuction, and all the sanguine hopes of pa. 
— very friends blasted by this enemy of every thing good and 

ignified ! 

"Po close'this sketch of evils, drunkenness insults the great God, 
and cuts off its miserable victim from every reasonable expecta- 
tion of a place in heaven. As sorely as there is a heaven, the 

ersevering drunkard will neverenter that pure and blissful abode, 

ith equal certainty we know that this destructive liquid fire is 
preparing him for the infinitely more terrible fire of hel¥, which 
1s never to be quenched. | | 

And for what does the votary of the bottle incur all these tre. 
mendous consequences? For a trifling, low gratification ; for 
the transicnt exhitaration of his animal spirits. Such is the igno- 
minious price for which he sells his health, his honor, and a happy 
immortality ! s 

I can scarcely hope to make any impression by these remarks 
upon those wliose habits of drinking to excess are of long stand- 
ing. Sach habits are beyond expression strong ; and not to be 
removed without something like a miracle. But perhaps I may 
succeed in guarding some of the young and the giddy from a prac- 
tice which infallibly leads to perdition. May they receive the 
friendly warning, and apply it fortheir good. O! that they may 
shun the inebriatihg bow!, and the company of those who love it; 
as they Weuld shun the most deadly poison. 


PHILAN DER. 
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EXTRACTS 


Of Speeches delivered in the British and Foreign Bible. 
Society. 
Lord Teignmouth—When I look back to the circamstances 
which Jed to the formation of our Society, and to the period in 
which it took place—when I consider the impulse which it has 
imparted to the Christian world, and the counteraction which it 
has exited to the spirit of irreligion and infidelity, I cannot but 
see int our Society an instrament designed by Providence for 
great and benevolent ends, Let it be remembered, that the want 
of the Scriptures in a particalar district of our Island, itself but 
a speck on the surface of the globe, has proved the cause of cir- 
culating them in every quarter of it; not only of supplying the 
spiritual wants of oar Christian brethren in the remotest corners 
of the earth, but of communicating the records which contain the 
lad tidings of a Redeemer to nations where his name was un- 
adored and unknown. 

To discover a spot on which Christians of all denominatiops 
might.meet in friendly communion, to devise a labor of love in 
which all might cordially and conscientiously co-operate, seemed 
an attempt exceeding the combined powers of human ingenuity 
aud benevolence. ‘This, however, has been accomplished by the 
instrumentality of the British and Foreign Bible Society, which 
has itself become the centre of that beautifal union of the divided 
members of the Christian community, now, for the first time, 
exhibitted to the world. We seg, as it were, the very soul of 
charity, embodied in the form and substance of our institution 
diffusing a vital warmth, subduing prejudice, expanding the af- 
fections, and animating the members of it with love to God and 
man. ‘“ God grant,” says the pious and venerable head. of the 
Zarich clergy, and I wish to adopt the spirit of his prayér—- 
“ God grant that this new union among so many lovers of Chris- 
tian trath, may daily take deeper root, in order that it may ad-, 
minister l:rgely to the growth of that holy and venerable church, 
which our gracioys Saviour has reserved to be built up for him- 
self in these last days, thereby fulfilling his own deglaration, 
‘ There shall be one fold and one Shepherd.” What a magnifi- 
cent and sublime spectacle is even now presented to us in the 
contemplation of the numerous Bible Societies spread over the 
face of the eacth, animated by-.one spirit, and operating by the 
same means to the same benevolent end! What an opening for 
the most glorious hope! Wat an exCitement to active and ema- 
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lous exertion, are afforded by the contemplation! But our hope 
and gratification would be more enlarged: if we could bring be- 
fore us, in a visible form, the effec.s produced by the charitable 
labors of these associations ; if we could collect into one view the 
numerous instances in which the Scriptares distributed by them 
have proved the source of consolation, hope and joy, to the poor, 
the desolate and the afflicted ; of reclaiming the vicious, of edify. 
ing the well-disposed, and of kindling the flames of charity, piety 
and devotion in the human breast : of this we are assured, that 
the comfort of individaals in this life, as arising out of the hope of 
a glorious immortality, the peace, orcer and happiness of societ 

will ever be in proportion to the influence of that ey Boe 
which we citculdte and recommend, on the hearts and lives of 
mankind. It is sufficient for us to know that we have labored to 
promote these blessed results, and we may, with humble corfi- 
dence, leave to: Him, whose grace descends as the dew, the 
growth and increase of the seed of the word which we have so 
abundantly sown. In this confidence, I trast that the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, which will ever be deemed the glory 
of this kingdom, will also prove a main pillar of its lasting pros- 


a } 

ith these sentiments, I need not assure the meeting that I 
/ am equally sensible of the honor whictr I derive from my station 
in the Society, and of the responsibility attached to it. It has 
ever been my anxious wish, in reliance on Bis aid, whose pro- 
vidence often deigns to accomplish the greatest purposes by weak 
instruments, to discharge the duties of that station in a mode 
proportionate to my sense of their importance, and to merit your 
a ation. For the unanimous cxpression of it, I beg leave to 
offer my cordial thanks. 


The Rev, Jabez Bunting, (minister in the Methodist connec- 
tion) in seconding the thotion of thanks to the secretaries, render: 
ed acknowledgments to those distinguished individuals who have 
from the commencement labored in the service of the Society ; 
and remarked, 

On the general subject of the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety, it becomes me to say butlittle in such a place as this. If, 
however, I may presume to oceupy a few minutes longer, I will 
take the liberty of remarking, that, asthe. Bible we circulate, 
reveals, among other truths of eternal interest, the importunt and 
consolatory doctrine of God’s Provideniiz] Government of the 
world, so the history of its own existence, a6 collection of Di- 
vine Records, and of the means which have been employed, 

om age to age, in order to. secure ifs preservation, to maintain 
its authority, and to augment its influence, will be found, I think, 
$e furnish some of the mosf striking practical illustrations of that 
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docwine. ‘That gracious Being, in whose hands are the times 
and the seasons, ‘has always taken care, that by suitable arrange- 
ments of his providence, special means and faculties should be af- 
forded for the knowlege of the Scriptares, at those periods when 
error and infidelity were making their most daring and presump- 
tnous efforis. Permit me to remind your lordship and the meeting 
of several instances which exemplily this fact. 
Phe first to which [ shall advert, has been recently pointed 
oat by one of the most valuable foreign agents ef the Bible Soci- 
ety, the tearned Dr. Marshman, of the Baptist mission at Seram- 
re, in the dissertation prefixed to his Elements of Chinese 
Sa caeiitiie After showing that tour men, whose doctrines atone 
time filled the Asiatic and European world, (filled it, alas! in 
many respects with fatal errors) namely, Pythagoras, Confucius, 
Veda- Vyasa, of India, and Boodha, flourished within a few years 
of each other, he adds the following observation: “‘ And the 
iriend of mankind will recollect with gratitude, that at the same 
time, Bara, a ready scribe in the law of the God of heaven, was 
raised up to colject that Sacred Volume, the first line of which, 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, saps 
the foundation of all those hypotheses which confound the Crea- 
tor with the creatore : and the doctrines of which, when diffused 
throughout the world, will dispel the delusions of all other sys- 
tems, as the rising sun dispels the mists which cover the earth.” 
The last instance of seasonable provideutial interference, in 
behalf of the Holy Scriptures, on which I shall remark, is none 
other than the establishment of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety itself ; a society which commenced its operations, I believe, 
by scattering “ an handful of corn on the tops of the mountains of 
the Principality of Wales, but the fruit of whose charity and zeal 
now ‘ shakes like Lebanon,’ and is rapidly filling the earth. I 
{hink that no man, who candidly considers the immensity of 
good already effected by it, at home and abroad, and the vast 
and stopendeus apparatus of means which it has constructed, znd 
is constructing, for accomplishing the universal translation and 
diffusion of the Sacred Volume, can hesitate to ascribe the origi- 
natiomof such a Society to the agency of Him from whom ‘ com- 
eth every good and every perfect gift,’ and without whom, to use 
the admirable expression of ovr national liturgy, ‘ nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy.’ And that this institution should have 
been founded at such a. time, is a circumstance which greatly 
tends teconfirm the opinion It was established, your lordship 
knows, ata period which might, with too much justice, be cha- 
racterized, not only as the Age of Reason, but as the Age of 
Infidelity. A grave end systematic attack had been made on the 
authority and influence of the Bible. Many had imbibed the 
principles of scepticism ; and the existing political authorities in 





50® 


ome leading European nation were so aband@med to the spirit of 


delusion, as openly to prociaim their disbelief of Divine Revels, 
tion, and their persuasion that ‘ death is an eternal sleep.’ Loud 
were the boastings of the anti-christian confederacy ; and they 
threatened, in aif 

_ they would soog ‘ crush the wretch,’ (forthus they profanely de. 
nominated our common Saviour) and drive those ‘ old enthysj. 
asts,’ the prophets,and apostles out of the world. But He who 
sitteth in the heayens laughed them to scorn. ‘The Gon of the 
Bible had its enemies in derision. About the vy height and 
crisis of this impiety the British and Foreign Bible Society was 
formed. A néw and mighty impalse has been given by it to the 
exertions of Christians. That unjty of the spirit, which doubt. 
less before existed, in the hearts of good men, has found at last g 
bond of peace, by which it is rendered vigible and efficient. We 
have adopted towards each other the generous maxim of a cele. 
brated statesman, who wished that his political enmities might be 
Jost in reconciliation, and that his political friendships might al. 
- ways remain inviolate. @ur noble motto, like his, is, Jnimicitie 
placabiles: Amicitie oa eg Infidelity, by these united 
efforts, has been compelled to retire disgraced and baffled from 
the field. And that Book, which was to have been banished 
from the earth, is daily receivjng new honors, and obtaining in- 
creasing attention and influence. Who, my lord, can help ex. 
claiming, The hand of God is in this triamph ? 

Apologizing for the Jength and triteness of my remarks, and 
grateful for the patience with which they have been heard, I have 
the honor, in conclusion, to seeond the motion now before yout 
lordship and the meeting. 


‘ 


PHYSICO OR NATURAL THEOLOGY. 


Concerning the origin. and propagation of Light, acconding 


to Moses. 


Concluded from poge 452. 


».. The author of Spectacle de la Nature, has endeavored to show 
’ impossibility of the motion of light according to Sjr Isaac 





the madness of an anticipated triumph, that . 
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News$on’s experiments ; but his reasons given, for this impossibil?- 
ty are frivilous and whimsical. He wants to set Moses and New- 
ton at variance, when they are perfectly agreed. The Abbeim- | 
ines that the sun by this time would have been exhausted, pro- 
vided he had emitted such a quantity of rays or particles of light, 
as Sir Isaac’s system supposes to ae from that lumi- 
ary ; for he affirms, that the suu-is but a mere pornt in compari- 
son of the quantity of light that must have issued from bim daur- 
—— space of six thensand years. ‘here might be some pro- 
ility in the Abbe’s supposition, provided fiat one part of ‘na- 
ture was not formed to supply another, and that actual experi- 
ments did pot every day prove the trath of Sir Bsaac’s doctrine. 
If experiments and matters of fact convince our senses, there 1s 
no reason why we should suppose, that what our senses really 
perceive is contrary to reason, because we do not know what Is 
the pabultim sokis, or the netriment of the sun. If ‘it be still ca- 
on e of being demonstrated by undoubted experiments, that 
ight really comes and moves ftom the sun, and nevertheless that 
the sun still remains the same, al! that is neeessary to be suppos- 
edis, that the Author of Nature hath found a constant supply for 
that laminary, from some source of nature, which we have not 
yet discovered. Mr. Raumur’s observations on the eclipses of Ju- 
pifer’s safellites have put this matter beyond al! reasonable doubt ; 
and Sir Isaac Newton has proved clearly in his optics, that the 
rays of light take about seven minutes in their passage from the 
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lostead of pursuing disputes concerning this wonderfal crea- 


ture, Light, let us proceed to’ point out some of its properties, that 


our readers muy théreby admire the great Creator of the uni- 
verse, both for favoring us with light,*and preserving us from 
several of ah wet 

One blessed effect of lightis, that it makes things visible to us, 
isthe medium through which we perceive objects visible, and 
know how to use many of them. It is owing to light that we are 
enabled to behold the wonderful works of the Almighty, to learn 
knowledge from the things he has made. Withoat this marvel. 
lous blessing of divine goodness, this world would be an inhos- 
pitable wilderness, and all that jis in it lamber to us. But by 
means of light we see to walk, to read, and contemplate the 
Marvellous works of a kind and merciful Creator. The advan- 


‘Wages of light are so numeroys, ang yet so well known, that it 


woyld be superfluous to mention them in detail. The peasant is 
in this respect almost as wise as the philosopher, It is, however, 
by the means of light that the philosopher can see his Creator in 
those works that the naked eye cannot behold: be can by the 
help of glasses, through the medium of light, desery wards that 
wete undiscovered before, and explore systems that would cth@r- 
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Wise have for ever lain concealed. By the instrumentality of this 


precious Creajure, men.can travel by sea and land, and bring 
riches and wealth from all quarters of the globe. 

But there is a property in light that is most awful. The rays 
of this body which render things visible are also capable of de. 
stroying the whole world, Light can produce fire of the most 
termble kind : It can even tele bodies of the moSt solid natires ip 
an instant of time. It will burn wet wood in a moment, vitrify 
bricks and pumice stofes, and dissolve earthen vessels full of 
water; and plumé-allum, which will bear the fire of the hotest 
giass-houses, without alteration, is melted by rays of light, in a 
giass, in an instant., Yea gold, that resists the foree of common 
fire, is. soon liquifi€d by the rays of light, converged in a burning 
glass. Were there'not an overruling Providence to direct this 
wonderful body, how soon might it make the whole of this globe 
3 liquid ocean of fire! Were the rays of sight to unite as the 
rain often does, and come from the sun in the quantity of hail, 
how soon would they consume the whole of this earth! What a 
mercy is it that our atmosphere has none of the qualities of the 
burning-glass to converge the rays of light, which are real parti. 
cles of fire of the hottest nature ; for though all light is not fire, 
yet the greatest part of it, that we know, is nearly connected 
with it, and of the same quality. ) 

But let us consider light in the quality of fire, or having the 
power of burning; how amazing is it, that the air, which is full 
of light and fire, does not scorch us to death! All the waters in 
the ocean could not quench some sorts of fires, which actually ex- 
ist in nature, provided they were once kindled. We see ofien 
how dreadfully a fire burns.in the midst of a watery cloud, whet 
it is pouring down in spouts from the heavens; and did not Pro- 
vidence over rule these fires, how soon would they consume the 
world! A very little application of art, will convince any rea- 
sonable person that a fire may be kindled, that water cannot 
quench. The filings of steel and sulphur. mixed together, and 
kneaded into a dough with cold water, will, in a few hours, take 
fire; and phosphorus will barn in the midst of water. Bat did 
the light come down as close to our earth as it is compacted neat 
the sun, it would set all the waters a boiling, and melt the globe 
into a liquid fire. We see some sorts of fiery particles that can 
only be kindled by water; such as lime stones, which, as soon a$ 
wet, burn and turn into actual fire, but are harmless enough when 
kept dry. What is more than all, there is reason to believe that 
there is fire that will burn with or without air. There is a kind 
of phosphorus which, if you put it into a bottle of water, a little 
warm, and place it in the receiver of an air-pump, and exhaust 
all the air, will burn as well asin the open air, which shows that 
this fire will burn without air. What is remarkable of this sort 
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of fire is, that it will lie five or six yeats andet water, and when 
heated a little, or put in. motion, will presently kindle: which 
shews that fire may remain in cold water anextivguished, and 
inay be prodaced On all occasions. We may truly say Wahi the 
apostle Peter, seeing these things ‘are so, what manner of per- 
sons ooght we tobe? Seeing ull these things that are so abso- 
lutely necessary for our happiness and enjoyment, may be so ea- 
sily tarped to our destruction ; we have ‘no saféty but in the favor 
of that God, who governs all things by his wisdom. a. a 

There is one specie! quality in the raySOf light as they come 
from the sun, that they diverge, and consequently enlighten all 
bodies gn ail sides, and preserve the carth from being burnt and 
consumed.. ‘The, disposition of rays-of light to be refracted in 
passing through one mediam to another; is of singular serviee to 
mankind ; for, to this disposition of light, we owe the evening 
and morning twilights, which are of such eminent service to both 
mao and beast Were the light of the sun to recede from asin a 
moment,.we ‘should be ‘in palpable darkneSs all on a sudden, 
which would be very disagreeable ; and were the sun, all in an 
instant, to break forth upon us in the midst of darkness, it would 
destroy our sight in a short time. Herein is the wisdom and 
goodness of our Creator manifested, that he makes all things 
contribute to our happiness by certain laws, without which they 
would be hurtful, instead.of being profitable. 

There.is another thing that pertains-to light, and that is, that it 
can be reflected by other bodies ; without this disposition all the 
other properties of light would be of no more service to us than 
to thase thaf are born blind. Had not bodies the faculty of re- 
fleeting light. and were not light capabte of being reflected, there 
would arise little benefit therefrom to mankind It does not ap- 
pear that reflected light, when collected in a burning glass, has 
any heat. At Icast the light of the san when reflected from the 
moon has no heat. Fér thongh the light is greatly encreased by 
means of the glass. ihere is no heat at all'to be found from the 
increase of light. This is attended with advantages to the world 
in general, especially in hot countries ; for if the rays of the moon 
afforded heat like the rays of the sun, some parts of the habitable 
world would be burnt up—since the descending dews of ihe night, 
by whieh it is moistened, would then cease to fall, and the fire of 
the mooti would draw i#s vapours-upwards. If the rays of the 
moon were to succeed in heat to the rays and heat of the sun, it 
's easy to perceive how hurtful it would be to the bealth of man- 
kind especially in warm climates. But Providence lias ordered 
all things well, and has, by means of the moon’s transmitting by 
reflection.# part of the sun’s light, withoot any of his heat. given 
the inhabitants of the earth to-enjoy the benefit of light, in the ab- 
sence of the sun, without any injury-to their health or persons. -* 
Q3 
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May we not hére join with the inspired writer and say, ‘ O Lard, 
thy works are wonderful, in wisdom thou hast made them all ? 

When we consider the words of Moses, it appears evident 
that what is in.our version called light, is in the Hebrew rather 
something that sends forth light Aur, may signify any, thing 
that makes things visible by emitting particles of light ; and some. 
times comprehends rain, or what is in the clouds, or air. When 
the Almighty said, Ict there be Aur, it is not certain that he meant 
elementary fire, or original unpropagated light. It is more pro. 
bable that he intended,by that word, a body that sent forth light 
by means of the motion of similar particles of luminous and igne- 
ous matter. 


Brit, Meth. Magazine. 


TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


From Nazareth to Tiberias. 
Continued from page 463. 


As we rode from this village towards the Sea af Tiberias, the 
guides pointed to a sloping spot from the heights upon oor right, 
whence we had descended, as the place where the miracle wes 
accomplished by which our Saviour fed the multitude ; it is there. 
fore called The Multiplication of Bread; as the mount above 
where the sermon was preached to his disciples, is called Ti 
Mountain of Beatitudes, from the expressions used in the begin. 
ning of that discourse. This part of the Holy Land is very fal! 
of wild animals. Antelopes are in great number. We had the 
pleasure of seeing these beautiful qaadrupeds in their nataral state. 
feeding among the thistles and tall herbage of these plains, and 
bounding before us occasionally, 2s we disturbed them. ‘The 
Arabs frequently take them in the chace. The lake-now contin- 
ued in view upon our left. The wind rendered its surface rougl, 
and cailed to mind the situation of oar Saviour’s disciples whe* 
in. one of the smail vessels which traverse these waters, they were 
tossed in a storm, and saw Jésus, in the fourth watch of the 
night, wa!king to them upon the waves, Often as this subject hes 
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been painted, combining a number of circumstances adapted for 
the representation of*sublimity, no artist has been aware of the 
uacommon grandeur of the scenery, memorable on account of 
the transaction. ‘The Lake of Gennesareth 1s surrounded by ob- 
jects weil calculated to heighten the solemn impression made by 
such a picture ; and, independent of the local feelings likely to be 
excited in its contemplation, affords one of tbe most striking pros- 
pects in the Holy Land, itis by comparison alone that any due con- 
ception of the appearanee it presents can be conveyed to the minds 
of those who have not sees it ; ghd speaking of it comparatively, 
it may be described as longer and finer than any of our Cumber- 
land and Westmoreland lakes, re perhaps it yields in ma- 
jesty to the stupendous featares of Loch Lomond in Scotland. It 
does not possess the vastness of the Lake of Geneva, although it 
much vesembies it in particular points of view. The Lake of 
Locarno in Italy comes nearest to it in point of picturesque beau- 
ty, although it is destitute of any thing similar to the islands by 
which that majestic piece of water is adorned. It is inferior in 
magnitude, and perhaps, in the height of its surrounding moun- 
tains, to the Lake Aspbaltites ; but its broad and extended sur- 
fece, covering the bottom of a profound valley, environed by lofty 
precipitous eminences, addéd_ to the impression of a certain 
reverential awe under which every Christian pilgrim approaches 
it, give it a character of dignity apparalleled by any similar sce- 
pery. hu 
Having reached the.end of the plain whose surface exhibitied 
such motley colours to us, when it was viewed from the Mountain 
of Beatitudes, a long and steep declivity of two miles yet re- 
mained to the town of Tiberias, situated upon the borders.of the 
Lke. We hed here a noble view of this place with its.castle and 
fortifications. Croupes of Arabs, gathe:ing their harvest upon 
the backs of camels, were seen in the neighborhood af the town. 
Beyond it appeared, upoz: the same side of the leke, some build 
ings erected over the wariumineral baths of Emmaus, which are 
mach frequented by the people of the country ; and, still farie:r, 
the south eastern extremity of the lake. Turnivg our view to- 
wards its northern shores, we beheld throagh a bold declivity, 
thesituation of Capernaum, upon the boundaries of the. two 
tribes of Zabulon and Naphtali, It was visited.in the sixth cen- 
tury by Antonius the martyr, an extract, from whose itinerary is 
preserved by Reland, which speaks of a church erect n the 
spot where St. Peter’s dwelling once stood. Along ‘ders 
of this lake may still be seen the remains of those antient tombs 
. hewn by the earliest inhabitants of Galilee, in the rocks which 
face the water. Similar works were before noticed among the 
ruins of Telmessus. They were deserted in the time of ovr Sa- 
viour, and had become the resort of wretched men, afflicted by 
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diseases, and made outcasts of society ; fon, in the acconst of the 
cure performed by our Saviour upon a maniac in the country of 
the Gudareties, these tombs are particularly alluded to; and their 
existence to this day (although they have been neittier voticed by 

riests nor pilgrims, and have escaped the ravages of the empress 

elena, who would undoubtedly have shaped them inte churches) 
offers strong internal evidence of the accuiacy of the evangelist 
who has recorded the transaction: * There met him owt of the 
tombs a map with an unclean spirit, who had bis dwelling among 
the tombs’ In all the descent towards Tiberias, the soil is black, 
and seems to have resulied from the decomposition of rocks, 
which have @ voleanic appearance. Fhe stony fragments scattered 
over the surface were amygdaloidal and porous ; their cavities 
being occasionally eccupied by mesetype. or by plumose carbo. 
nate of lime, the former became perfectly gelatin:zed aficr :mmer, 
sion in mauriatic acid. We observed plantations of tobacco then 
in bloom : of Indian corn ; of millet, which was still green ; of 
melons, pumpkins and cucumbers. The harvest of wheat and 
barley ended in June ; bat the oats were siil! standing. From 
Hatti to ‘Tiberias is nine miles : two of these consist of the de- 
scent from the elevated plain towards the lake 

As we entered the gate of the town, the ‘Parkish guards were 
playing atchess. .We roused them with our salaams. and were 
conducted ta the residence of the governor. Having mace as 
rapid a disposition as possible of our baggage, for the purpose ol 
passing the night in a large rcvm of the castle, which reminded 
us Of antient spartments in the old castellate buildings remaiming 
in England, we hastencd towards the lake ; every individual of 
our party being eager to bathe his feaverish limbs in its cool and 
consecrated waters. 

Proceeding towards the shore, we were shown a very antient 
chorch, of an oblong square form, to which-we descended by 
steps, as into the church of St. Sophia at Constantinople and 
other early Christian sanctuaries, wiere the entrance resembles 
that of acellar; day light being rarely admitted, ‘There is rea 
son to believe this the first place,of Christian worship erected in 
Tiberias, and that it was constructed as long ago »s the fourth 
century. ‘Theroof is of stone, andis vaulted: We could disco- 
ver noinscription, nor any other clue to the history of its origin. 
The priest whom we found officiating, was so ignorant that he 
knew not by whoni, for wliom, nor when, it was erected: saying 

ly, that it was called The house of Peter. Under this name 
it is mentioned by former travellers. Nicephorus Cuallistus. as 
cited by Reland, records the dedication of a magnificent edifice 
to St. Peter, by Helena, mother of Constentine the First, in the 
city of Tiberias. Relend distinguishes this from that now bear- 
ing the name of ‘the apostic ; but he believes the latter derived its 
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name from the former. I is oot however so insignificant a strug. 
ture as he seems to suppose. Its arched stone roof, yet existing 
eotire, renders it worthy of more particular observation. li it 
be not the building erected by Helena, on the spot where our Sa- 
viour is said to have appeared to St. Peter after his resurrection, 
it is probably that which Epiphanius relates to have been built by 
w native of ‘Iiberias, one Josephus, who, under the auspices of 
Constante, erected the charcbesof Sepphoris and Capernaum. 
‘I'he materials ef which it consists, seem. to correspond with the 
description given of the stones used for that edifice. Josephus, 
according to Epiphanius, when about to build the church, found 
part of an antient temple, called the Adrianeum, consisting of 
stones six feet square, which the inhabitants of Tiberius wished 
to convert into a public bath: - This he immediately appropriated 
to the erection of (he new. sanctuary ; and in the present building 
similar remains may be observed. Whatsoever be the date of it, 
we may regret that in the pumerous publications which have ap- 
peared concerning the Holy Land, no accurate delineation of 
these interesiing specimens of vaulted architectere has yet been 
afforded by artists duly qualified for the representation. 

The town of Tiberias is situated close to the edge of the lake. 
It is fortified by walls, but has no artillery ; and, like all Turkish 
citadels, it makes a great bgure from without, exhibitting at the 
same time the utmost wretchedness within. Its castle stands 
upon arising ground, inthe north partof it. No antiquities now 
remaim, extept the building I have described, and the celebrated 
hot baths of Eimmeaus, about a mile to the south of the town. 
* Thermas Tiberiadis quisignorat ?” They were visited by Eg- 
mont and Heyman ; but the water bas never been accurately ana- 
lyzed. Hasselquist states, that he remained long enough for this 
ssp but he has given no account of its chemical constituents. 

ocoke indeed brought a bottle of it away, having observed a red 
sediment upon the stones about the place. He aflirms that it con- 
tained ** gross fixed vitriol, some allum, and a mineral salt.’ A 
traveller of the name of Monconys, cited by Relend, relates that 
the water is extremely hot, having a taste of sulphur mixed with 
vive. “Egmont and Neyman describes its quality as resembiing 
that of the springs at A‘x la Chapelle. They bathed here, and 
found the water “‘ so hoi, 2s sot casily to be endured,” and “ so 
salt as to communicate a brakish taste to that of the lake near it.” 
Velney says, that “ for want ef cleaning, it is filled with black 
mud, which is genuine Aithiops Martial ;” that * persons attacked 
by rheumatic complaints, find great relief, and are frequently 
cared Oy baths of this mud.” | . 

These observations have been introduced, because we wer 
unéble ourselves to visit the place ; and were compelled to rest 
satisfied with a distant view of the building which covers a spring 
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renowned a, ae ages, for ils medicinal properties. En the 
space between Tiberias and Emmous, Egmont and Heyman 
noticed remains of walls, and other rains, which are described as 
fountains of the holy city. This is said by Pocoke, to have ex. 
tended about half a mile furiher to the south-than the present in. 
closare of its walls. é 

Adrichomius “considering | Tiberias as the Cinneroth of the 
Hebrews, says, that this city was captured by Benhadad king of 
Syria, and ia after ages restored by Herod, who surrounded it 
with walls, and adorned it with magnificent buildings. But Cin. 
neroth, or, as it is otherwise written, Ainnereth, was a city of 
Naphtali, and not of Zebulon, ‘The old Hebrew city, whatever 
was its name, probably owed its birth to the renown of its medi- 
cinal baths. Some of the most antient temples in the world, to. 
gether with the-cities to which they belonged, had a similar oii. 
gin. ‘Tiberias, eccording to some authors, was built by ‘Tiberias 
the Roman emperor, whocalled it afterbisown name. But Jo. 
sephus relates, that Herod the ‘i’etrarch erected it in honor of 
Tiberius with whem he was in greatfavor. For this purpose, it 
is suit he selected the most suitable place in all Galilee, upon the 
border of the Lake of Gennesareth. The ample document af. 
forded by Josephus is suffivient te prove that Herod’s city was 
precisely on the spot occupied by the town as it now stands ; for 
in the account given by him of its situation, he describes the hot 
baths ‘of Emmaus as being out of the city, and not far from it. 
Very considerable privileges were given to those who close lo 
settle there.; the ground whereon the city was built being /u'l of 
sepu'chres, and thereby considered as polluted by dead bodies. 
Hence we may infer the existence of a former city upon the same 
territory. | ‘['tberias makes a conspicuons figure in the Jewish an- 
nals; it was the scene of some of the most memorable events re- 
corded by Josephus. Inrefuting the writings of Justus, an his. 
torian o:ten quoted by Stephanus Byzentinus, he speaks of Sep- 
phoris.and Tiberias as the two most illustrious cities in Galilee. 
Daring a visit paid to it by Agrippa, the successor of Herod, the 
kings of Comagenc, of Emessa, of the lesser Armenia, of Pon- 
tus, and of Chalcis here met to do him honor, and were ‘magni- 
ficently entertained. After the downfall! ef Jerasalem, it contio- 
ued until the fifth century, the residence of Jewish patriarchs, 
rabbins and learned men A university was founded here. The 
office of patriarch was hereditary, and appeared with some lus- 
tre under the emperor Adrian, in the person of Simon the Third. 
In the-beginning of the fifth century, the patriarchate was sup- 
pressed, after having subsisted three hundred and fifty years. 1s 
the sixth Justinian, according to Procopius, rebuilt the walls. Io 
the seventh century, the city was taken by the Saracens, under 
Caliph Omar; yet in the eighth we find it mentioned in an itine- 
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rary cited by Reland, as still containing many charches and Jew- 
ish synagogues. Various medals are extant of the city, bearing 
different inscriptions. ‘These are interesting, not only from the 
dates which they commemorate, but also in the allusion made by 
some of them to the baths of Tiberias, the principal cause of thé 
city’s celebrity. They are principally of the time of ‘Trajan or of 
Adrian. Upon some, the Syrian goddess Astarte is represented 
standing upon the prow of the vessel, with the head of Osiris in 
her right.hand, and a spear in her left. Others represent Jupt- 
ter sitting in his temple. There are slso other medals of the city, 
with the figure of Hygeia, holding a serpent, and sitting on -a 
mountain: from whose base issue two fountains, intended for the 
hot springs of Emmaus. 


as | @D 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Communication from a emg: in Troy, to the editor of the 
Christian Herald. 


It has pleased Almighty God in the riches of isis grace, to visit 
this city with a remarkably effusion of the Holy Spirit, during 
the carrent year. 

At the commencement of it, our citizens generally were going 
on in their usual course; with the exception of an increased fer- 
vor umong the members of the church, and a few solitary instan- 
ces of conviction and conversion. Among these, there was one 
of a peculiar character. It was a youngwoman in the morning 
of life, who had not reached the years of maturity. The death of 
her father, which had taken place some time before, had madea 
deep and lasting impression on her tender mind. It was'sadden 
and unexpected; and he left behind him a disconsolate widow, 
with a Numerous train of weeping and dependent children. Ia 
thé midst of their sorrows, this child was comforted by a pious 
friend sitting at her side, with the consideration that God would 
tfe her Father, if she would put her trast in him. ‘The impression 
then made was abiding ; and her mind was some time afterwards 
aroused toa sense of the guilt and folly of her past life. Her dis- 
tress soon arose to such a height, in the view of her sins against 
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hér heavenly Father, that she was obliged to abandon her. biasi. 
hess, retire into her closet, and prostrate herself before him. 

It was upon her knees in fervent prayer and supplication ac. 
knowledging her transgressions, and imploring forgiveness, that 
the God of mercy manifested himself to her, a5 the hearer of 
per and one who pardoneth iniquity, transgression and sin: 
and she rose rejoicing in the salvation of God her Saviour, her 
Father and Friend. hat encouragement is this for poor, over. 
whelmed and distressed sinners-to repair to the throne of Divine 
Grace, and cast themselves on the Saviour of sinners. 

. She bowed a convicted and condemned sinner ; and rose un. 
der a sweet sense of pardoning mercy ; and soon became a trans. 
perted saint ! 

After this period, the influences of the blessed Spirit began to 
Be'more generally diffused » and soon were distilled like dew, 
“and as small rain upon the tender herb, and as showers upon 
grass.” Among oar children and youth, the work of grace spread 
with the greatest rapidity. Nambers from eight years old and 
upwards were deeply convinced of their guilt and ruin by nature ; 
and cried out in distress, ** What shall we do tobe saved?” It 
was affecting to hear those littie creatures speak of the vanity and 
folly of their lives—talk of. the wonders of redeeming love— 
and singing “‘ Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.” 

Their exhortations and prayers for their, young companions 
were crowned with astonishing success, They appeared to be 
the favored in the hands of God. of awekening, convincing, and 
converting each other ; and in their little assemblies, they weuld 
be melted in tears, in telling what God kad done for their souls. 

The effusions of the Divine Spirit now became general, and 
extended to all classes of citizens.. The holy flame spread from 
house to house. and from heart to heart until- whole families felt 
its sacred influence. Husbands and wives, parents and children, 
masters and servants, all saw their lost state by nature, and the 
necessity of achange. Under the awful load of their guilt, they 
cast themselves at the foot of the cross, and begged and cried for 
mercy. And there mercy reached them, and raised them ap, to 
rejoice together in the salvation of the Gospel. Their houses 
now became houses of God ; their sorrows were converted into 
joys; and their tears into songs of praise. 

By this time, almost every part of the city became more or less 
the theatre of illustrious displays: of Divine power and grace. 
All denominations ef Christians shared in the transforming and 
animating influence. Oar public assemblies on the Lord’s day 
were crowded. Our private meetings which were now . held 
every evening in the week, were solemn, and silent as the grave. 
The hearts of our clergy were fired, The prayers of our charches 
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were fervent; and the public mind seemed awed down befofe 
the majesty of Divine Grace, which laid the proudest sinner low. 
Infidelity was abashed—stood astonished and shut her. mouth. 
Scarcely a whisper was heard against a work in which the Di- 
vine Hand. was so manifest. It was the Almighty Redeemer 
riding for‘h in the midst of as, in the triamphant chariot of his 
Gospel, conquering and to conquer. 

As in all ibe works of God, and in all revivals of religion, 
there is a great variety ; so there was here in the mode of divine 
operation Convictions, generally, were pungent and short; 
and transitions from guilt and horror, often sadden and raptarous-’ 
While some were aroused by the terrors of the law, others were 
allared by the Grace of the Go$pel ; while one was called with 
a still small voice, another trembled under the thunders of Jeho- 
vah. 

Were it practicable, [could detail many encovraging&and remark- 
able instances of conversion which fell under my own observa- 
tion during the progress of the work. 

I knew one little girl of twelve years of age, whose mind be- 
came deeply afiected with a sense of her sins at the commente- 
ment of it, and so continued for several weeks without any re- 
lief. She uniform!y retarned from almost «ll the meetings, over- 
whelmed in tears, and seemed bordering on despair. She saw 
her other little companions snatched as brands from the burning ; 
and heard them admiring, with raptures of joy, the grace and 
glory of the Gospcl. Bat she was left under hardness of heart, 
and locked up in impenitency of soul. At length, she lost sight 
of herseif, and was overwhelmed with the boundless love of 
the Son of God, in dying for such guilty creatures. Eventually 
this love absorbed her whole soul, melted her into deep contrition 
for her sins, and brought her at the feet of Jesus. ‘ Now,” she 
exclaimed, “ I am happy in the love of the lovely Saviour’ He 
has taken away the load of my weighty guilt, and brought me 
out of darkness into marvellous light. My soul rejoices in him ; 
all things around me praise him ; the world is new ” 

Avttother instance, more remarkable still, was a young woman 
of about fifteen, whose distress forsin had been deep and affect- 
ing for several weeks, without obtaining any bope of pardoning 
mercy. At length, her whole life appeared unveiled to ber view ; 
and she seemed placed on the verge of destruction, with the tor- 
ments of the damned spread before her, into which she felt she 
was just plunging With her sins pressing her down, and the 
flaming galf of eternal misery before her, she cried aloud for 
merey, mercy, mercy, to her compassionate Saviour, of she 
must perish for ever. She cried until she lost the power of ut- 
terance, and then sat supported, trembling for about one hour, 
speechless, over the pit of destruction. At the close of this aw- 
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fal scene, Which strack horror throug’ the whole-iamily, she sud. 
denly burst out in raptures of joy and praise, that she had obtain- 
ed duverance: She was perfectly sensible, as she afterwards 
informed me, during the suspension of her bodily powers, and 
knew distinetly al! that passed. | 

It was.a sight of the Siod Jesus, she said, the Almighty Sa. 
viour of sinners, that gave her instant relief. He was presented 
to her view in all his mediatorial glory, as able and willing to save 
to the uttermost; and her shuddering soul clasped him in the 
arms of faith, and he bore her awey as a brand from the ever- 
lasting burning. 

Her liberated tongue now broke out in unknown strains, and 
her transported, sow! seemed rather-in heaven than on earth for 
several weeks. And she is now a joyful little Christian, with 
but few intervening clouds between her and her great deliverer; 
pressing on efter him to the realms of imniortal glory. 

The only remainiog instance which I shall mention, was e 
venerable father rising eighty years of age. He had been re- 
markable for his integrity and uprightness through the whole 
eourse Of his Wife; and probably stood as high for his morality as 
any citizen of ‘this country. But when he sew, by the illaminat- 
ing inflgencesof the Holy Spirit, that he had neglected his God, 
however honest he had been towards men; when he saw that he 
had loved and served the creature more than his Creator ; when 
the sins of his heart as well as his life were unveiled to his view ; 
he was disrobed of all his rigliteousness, and sunk into anguish 
and despair. Oh! it was then his God whom he bad dishonored ! 
his great, his gracious, his good God, who had fed and clothed 
him all his life long, wher he had insulted. It was his condes- 
scending. bleeding, dying Saviour whom he had slighted. He 
was an old singer, just on the verge of time, ready to launch in- 
to eternity ; there was therefore no hope for him. Such was the 
language of his horror and guilt, accompanied with groans of 
tormeniing despair, which continued for several weeks. The 
sympathy and tears of his friends could not comfort him. The 
prayers of the ministers of religion and of the church, could not 
deliver him. The encouragement and promises of the Gospel 
were not for him. He had slighted the everlasting joys of hea- 
ven; and hell seemed yawning for his eternal fall He was, rea- 
der, one of the most affecting monuments of distressing guilt, 
whose streaming eyes, and wringing hands, and groaning heart, 
would have stung thine inmost soul.- A venerable and affection- 
ate father, dear to a large and respectable family, and esteemed 
and beloved by all—tottering on the verge of time, and all before 
him a dreadfal eternity! In this hour of sad extremity, when 
every heart ached, and our united cries ascended to the throne of 
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God for his interposing mercy, the God of mercy came down for 
his deliverance ! " 

He plucked him as a brand from the burning—led him to the 
Ark of saiety, the Lord Jesus Christ, and enabled him to put his 
trust in him tor salvation. Now bis despairing grief was assa 
ed, his owing tears were dry, aud his sighs aud groans were 
converted into praises. His trembling hands were raised (o the 
heavens, and bis faultering longue shouied aloud for joy. And we 
all joined in thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God for such 
wonderous love, such boundless grace, and astonishing mercy 

But he was too rich a treasure to be left long on earth. His 
praire and overflowing soul soon matared for neaven. Having 

yad-an opportunity of publicly dedicating himself to God, and 
obeying the divine command of his redeeming Lord, whom he 
felt bound to serve, and holding communion with his people, he 
wvas laid, in the course of a few weeks, on a bed of illaess — 
There he languished for about ten days, under excruciating dis- 
tress, with all the composure of a child of God, and with bright- 
ening prospects for the realms of glory. 

hen his dissolution drew nigh, in the full possession of all 
the powers of his mind, he called his beloved wile and numerous 
train of children and grand children around him, and gave them 
bis patriarchal benediction... Having bid them ail an affectionate 
farewell, and commended them to his heavenly father by fervent 
prayer and supplication, like the good old pstriarch Jacob, he 
gathered himself up in the bed and expired, with the full prospect 
of a joyful transition to fairer and brighter worlds on high. Oh! 
‘¢ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his !” 

From these interesting private occurrences, which took place 
during the triumph of Divine Grace in the midst of as, you will 
permit me te lead you to one of the most public joyial scenes 
which were displayed. It was on the first Sabath in May last, 
the first communion of the Presbyterian church, after the revivaj 
cammenced. ‘The day was fine, and a large congregation, of 
perhaps 1500 or 20U0 people, crowded the house. ‘be services 
were appropriate ; the attention was profound ; all was solemn. 
When the morning exercises were closed, about one hundred 
persons came oul is the congregation, approached the desk, 
and arranged themselves in columns before #. In these.ranks of 
grace were found husbands and wives, parents and children, mas- 
ters and servants. All deseriptions of characters, high and low, 
rich and poor, bend and free, here met together all monuments 
of the same rich and sovereign grace. rom the lisping child of 
ten years old, to the venerable patriarch of eighty two, with a 
large proportion of our finest youth, composed this rare assem- 
blage of ransomed souls, 
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Thus agranged, they made a public profession of their faith, 
and so.emoly entered into covenant with the Lord their God—tq 
be his now, and hisfor ever. After which about thirty of them 
were baptized in the name of the Sacred Trinity, and the whole 
sal down together af the table of their gloricus Lord, and com. 
memorated his dying love. 

The whole church, which now consists of beiween three and 
four hundred members, followed at different tables in succession 
uniil they had all communed with their exalted head. They 
joined in the general joy of the wondrous triamphs of redeeming 

ove, and scaled their enzagement to be the Lord’s 

It was remarked by some who were present, that never before 
had they seen and felt so much of heaven-on earth, All was seri- 
ous and solemn, ‘Nearly 2000 people gozing on the wonders of 
redeeming love ; and a!most one fourth of that nomber feasting at 
the table of mercy, admiring and adoring the condescending God 
who had reseued them by his precioc.: blood from everlasting 
ruin. 

Surely the Lord was in this place: for the Divine glory seem. 
ed to awe down oor spirits, ‘and fi!l our souls. It was to us the 
house of God ; it was the gate of heaven. 

In the afternoon the parenis brought forward, their children, 
and dedicated their households as well as themselves to God, ae. 
cording to his divine command; and about fifty children were 
Initiated into his kingdom by the holy ordinance of baptism. 

“« @ give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good ; for his mercy 
endurcth for ever.” 

From that period to the present, the work of Divine Grace nas 
more rapidly progressed. Iam notion possession of the exact 
number which have been added to the various churches ; but [ 
presume it is fair to calculate, that between three and four hun- 
dred persons have been made the hopeful subjects of Divine 
Grace, and have connectcd themselves with one or the other de- 
nominations of Christians among ns. 

This is a rich harvest of immortal souls, and demands our 
highest gratitade and praise. It has had the most happy effect in 
meliorating the state of society ; in abashing immorality and vice ; 
in cementing us tegether in the bonds of unity and love; and in 
combining our exertions in pramoting the glorious kingdom of 
our exalted Lord. 

A generation is growing up in the midst of us to serve him 
who are the hope of the churchand the workd ‘Mhey may be io- 
strumental in transtnitting this fsir inheritence to future genera- 
tions, when we are gone off the stage. It may reach to thousands 
unborn, and its fina! result can only be measyred by the immen- 
sity of eternity. | 
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This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes# 

Nor is Divine influence as yet entirely removed from us.— 
“ God’s arm is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither is his 
ear heavy, that it cannot hear!” One is awakened here, and 
unother there to the interesting concerns of eternity, and encou- 
raging additions are still made in the churches, - 

We rejoice to state that what has been done here, as great as 
itis for one little city, is bat @ small specimen of the great good- 
ness of God throaghoat our land. e have marked ‘he tri- 
umphs of the Prince of Peace in many other parts of our favored 
country ; ‘and have united our humble gratitude with the general 
burst of thanksgiving and praise. - 

We hail the dawn of the rising glory of the charch aniversal: 
The mighty ‘efforts of the whole Christian world presage the ap- 

roach of her happier ont. May ber millennial period be speed- 
ily ushered in, and the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God shining :in the face of Emmanuel, shed its effulgence over 
all the benighted nations of the earth, until the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ. 


Amen. 
| AN OBSERVER: 
Jirdy, September 25, 181 e339 


The character of Christ, as represented in the Gospels, affords 
very strong ground for believing that he was a divine per- 


SON. 


Whoever considers with attention the character of our blessed 
Lord, as it may be collected from the various incidents and ac- 
tions of his life, (for there are no labored descriptions of it, no 
encomioms apon it, by his own disciples) will soon discover that 
it was, in every respect, the miost perfect that ever was made 
known to mankind. If we only say of him what even Pilate said 
of him, and what his bitterest enemies cannot and do not deny, 
that we can find no fault in him, and that the whole tenor of 
his life was entirely blameless throughout, this is more than can 
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be said of any other person that ever came ipto the world. By; 
this is going a very little way indeed in, the excellence of his cha. 
racter. He was not only free from every failing, but possessed 
and practiced every imaginable virtue, ‘Towards his heavenly 
Father he express¢d the most ardent love, the most fervent yet 
rational devotion, and displayed in his.whole condact the most 
absolute resignation to his will, and obedience to his commands. 
His mannets were gentle, mild, condescending and gracious ; 
His heart everflowed with kindness, compassion and tenderness 
tothe whole human. race. ‘The great employment of his life was 
to. do good to the bedies and souls of men. In this all his thoughis 
and all his time were constantly dnd almost incessantly occupied, 
He went about dispensing his blessings to all around him in a 
thousand different ways ; healing diseases, relieving infirmities, 
correcting errors, removing presudices, promoting piety, justice, 
eharity, peace, harmeny, among men, and ide into the 
narrow compass of his ministry more acts of mercy and compas. 
sion than the longest life of the most benevolent man upon earth 
ever yet prodgced, Over his own passions he had obtained the 
most complete command ; and though his patience was continu. 
ally put to the severest trials, yet he was never once overcome, 
never once betrayed into any intemperance or excess in word or 
deed, * never once spake unadvisedly with Kis lips.” He endar. 
ed the cruvellest insults from his enemies with the atmost compo. 
sure, meekness, patience and resignation; displayed the most 
astonishing fortitude under a most painf«' and ignominious death : 
and, tocrown all, inthe very midst of his terments on the cross, 
implored forgiveness for his murderers, in that divinely ebaritable 
prayer ; ‘* Father, forgive them,forthey know not what they do.” 
Nor was his wisdom inferior to his virtues. ‘The doctrines he 
tanght were the most sublime and the most important that were 
ever before delivered to mankind, and every way worthy of thas 
God, from whom ho professed to derive them, and whose $ot he 
declared himself to be. 
' His precepts incaleated the purest and most perfeet morality ; 
his discources were full of dignity and wisdom, yet intelligitve 
and clear, his parables conveyed instruction in the most pleasing, 
familiar and impressiveamauner ; and his answers to the many 
insidious questions that were put.to him, showed oncommon 
quickness of conception, soundness of judgment, and presence of 
mind, completely baffled all the artifices and malice of hid ene- 
mies, and enabled him to elude all the snares that were laid for 
him. It appears then, even from this short and imperfect sketch 
of our Saviour’s character, that be was beyond comparison, the 
wisest and most virtuous person that ever appeared ; znd even his 
bitterest enemies allow that he was $0, If, then he was confess- 
edly so great and so good a man, it unavoidably follows that be 
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must be, what he pretended to be, a divine person, and of course 
his. religion also must be divine ; for he certainly laid claim toa 
divine original. He asserted, that he was the Son of God ; that 
he and his religion came from heaven; and that-he had the power 
of working miracles. If this was not the case, he must, in a mat- 
ter of infinite importance, have asserted what had -no foundation 
intrath, Butis sach a suppositi.a as this in the smaliest degree 
credible ? Is it probable, is. it conceivable, is it consistent with 
the general conduct of man, isit reconcileable-with the acknow- 
ledges ¢haracter of our Lord, to suppose, that any thing but trath 
could proceed from him whom his very enemies allow to have 
been in every respect (and of course in point of veracity) the best 
and most virtuous of men? . Was.it ever known, is there a sin- 
gle instance to be produced in the history of mankind of any one 
so unblemished in morals as Christ confessedly was, persisti 

for so great a length of time as he.did in assertions, which, " 

untrue, would be repugnant to the clearest principles of morality, ; 

and most fatalin their consequences to those he loved best, his i 

followers and his friends ? Is it possible, that the pure, the up- th 
right, the’ pious, the devout, the meek, the gentle, the hurhane, i | 





















éhe merciful Jesus, could engage multitades of innocent and vir- 
tuous people in the belief and support of a religion which he knew 
must draw on them persecution, misery and death, unless he had 
been acthoryed by God himself to establish that religion ; and 
unless he was conscious that he possessed the power of amply re- 
compensing those who preferred his religion to every other con- 
sideration ? The common sense and common feelings of man- 
kind mast revolt at sach a preposterous idea. 

It follows, then, that Christ was, in trath, a divine teacher, 
and his religion the gift of God. 














EUROPEAN METHODISTS 
Under the direction of the British and Irish 
CONFERENCES. 







Extracted from the minutes, &c. of 1815. 





The number of the members under the care of the above Coz- 
, were as follows ; 





in Great Britain 
Ireland 


France. 

Gibraltar 

Sierra Leone .- | 
The Cape of Good Hore 
Ceylon 
The West Indies 

Nova Scotia, &c, 


Total 


The number of travelling-preachers 
In Great Britain ~~ 
Ireland 
Foreign mission 


Total 942 


_ In the same year, there were in the Mathodist ‘Episcopal 
@harch in America, Members 211,129 
Travelling Preachers 687 


The address of the Irish Conference to the British Conference. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ. According to our annual usage, we ad- 
dress you, and feel assured of that mutual love—which is by him 
—‘ from whom the whole body fitly joined together, and com. 
pacted by that which every joint sunplieth. according to the effec- 
tual working, in the measure of every part, and maketh increase 
of the body.” 

our address we received as a pledge of your effection for, and 
confidence in us; and we rejoice to feel, that with you. God hath 
given unto us an anderstanding of the Truth which is according 
to his wil!, and by which Trath we are saved. Through grace, 
by the unfeigned faith of the Gospel, we have been raised up to- 
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ether, and have been made to sit together in heavenly placesig. 

hrist Jesus; and bave seen and felt the exceeding riches of his 
grace snd his Kindness towards us.” When our mereilul Lord 
visited this island by the Messcs. Wesleys, and the first Metho- 
dist preachers, our fathers were instructed ia the truth as it is im 
Jesus; they saw themselves lost, guilty and undone sinners by 
nature and practice; they, by sincere repentance and lowly faith 
were led to the all sufficiency of the atonement of the blood of 
our Lord God and Saviour ; they rejoiced in the full assurance of 
their adoption, avd cleansed themselves—perfecting holiness in 
the fear of the Lord ; in this same faith have we been instracted, 
and being comforted by its experimental power in our own hearts, 
we have testified the grace of Gud, and have labored, and con- 
tinued anto this day. Since the beginning of this blessed work, 
almost evety year has been marked with some signal token of 
divine favor, and the word of the Lord has been greatly multipli- 
ed among us; and it is matter of thanksgiving titat the last year 
also has been favored with “ times of refreshing coming from the 
presence of the Lord,” In several circuits there has been a great 
enlargement of our Zion, and theugh from various circumstan- 
ces, our increase does not appear, yet we have seen many turned 
*: from darkness to light. and from the power of Satan unto God.” 

The Irish missions still continue to bless our land ; several af 
the Catholics have. during the last year, been enlightened and 
turned to God, and not a few of the careless Protestants, brought 
to that knowledge of God, in which standeth eternal life. 

The opening prospects of the eastern mission to Ceylon, &c. 
afford to us a pleasing hope of future Jabor and success; and 
though we deep!y deplore, (as indeed must all the lovers of mis- 
sionary labors) the untimely removal of our highly venerated 
friend and brother, Dr Coke—yet we have learned not only to 
adore the inscrutable dispensations of God. but also that HE who 
rules over all things in the heavens and in the earih, in wisdom 
and love, hath the means of accomplishing all good ends—to all 
his creatures, in his own hands 

Oar pecuniary embarrassments, and many other weighty sub- 
jects which have come before our conference. have not only pro- 
longed our sitting, but have seriously and deeply exercised our 
minds; but by en humble looking to God, and we trust, a tender 
and faithful attention to the interests of our connection on this side 
of the water, we have been !ed to the most amicable means of 
adjustment. Oar little bark has been often tossed upon a tem- 
pestuous sea; but He whose wisdom guides the helm, has hither- 
to saved us»from being shipwrecked ; and to his guidance we 
still look, that we may find the haven of peace. 

These eventfal times among the nations are strongly marked 
by the Divine interference ; and while we learn to adore the 

S 3 
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déep and wnsearchable councils of God, we feel gratitude te Him, 
whose is the victory, and the glory, and the kingdom, for ever ! 

Your very-judicious choice of our president has afforded an 
unspeakable satisfaction ; and while we express our gratitade for 
the appointment of our esteemed and much beloved brother Grif. 
fith, we are still Cisposed to leave to your wisdom the choice of 
the president of our next conference ; and so much the more free. 
ly, because we have found your choice of our presidents from 
time to time, most perfectly correspondent with our best wishes, 
and tending to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood between the 
two countries. ’ 

We send as our representative to your conference our beloved 
brother, Matthew Tobias ; and we:commend him and you, dear 
fathers and brethren, “ to God and the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and give you. an inheritance among al) 
them which are sanctified.” 

Signed on behalf, and by order of conference. 


ROBERT CROZIER, Seeretary. 
Dublin, July 21, 1815. 


The answer cf the British Conference to the Address from the 
Trish Conference. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


Casting our regards on the religious world, to trace the coun. 
sel and glory of God in his sanctuary, we rejoice to observe, that 
the general character of Christianity, in the present age, is strong- 
ly marked by “* good willtomen.” The diffusion of the sacréd 
Scripteres in every language ; missionary efforts to instruct the 
heathen ; evuogelical preaching at home ; gratuitous instruction 
of children ; and benevolence to the poor in every form ; attract 
an union of heart, and rivalship of exertion among all good men. 
In all these pious efforts, the Methodists, according to the utmost 
of their power, have been among the most distinguished, and 
often so far taken the lead, that our Christian brethren of other 
denominations, have been excited to emulation, and have adopted 
our plans. 

With regard to the work of God, on this side the water, we 
are happy to add that we have cause of continued joy. Oar in- 
crease of nombers during the past year, has been about eight 
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thousand. Conversions among us are very frequent ;-and where. 
ever a chapel has been erected, witi few excepiions, a greater or 
a less reviva! of religion has ensued, So circamst d, our 
ministry daily becomes a charge more weighty and imipressive to 
ourselves. We have sinners to address more enlightened with 
knowledge than in former years, and on whose*minds divine 
traths can produce littie effect uuless accompanied with the peca- 
liar power of God. We have a vast body ol believers to instruct 
and edify, who are very much exposed ww the temptations of the 
age. We fiad it necessary to urge them to go back to the New 

estament, and to the early writings of Methodism for models 
of purity, of seif denial, and of entire devoteduess to God, that 
we may bear our trials with Christian temper, and cheerfully em- 
brace the will of our heavenly Father. 

With regard to missionary labors, it is pleasing to say, that hea- 
ven has cast a gracious smile on all our work. Some defects of 
discipline in the West Ladies have been surmounted, and the is!- 
ands begin to assume the furm of English circuits. In Nava 
Scotia, in Newfoundland, and the adjacent isles, the inhabitants 
evince great affectiog for the missionaries, and continue to solicit a 

r portion of their labors. In Ceylon, that Divine influence 
which prompted the late Rev. Dr. Coke to sail for the East, and 
the conference to sccond his views, has disposed all ranks of 
men to receive the missionaries with the utmost kindness and af- 
fection. The general cry in the breasts of all good men is, 
** Come over and helpus.” We are about so far to coinply with 
their requests, as tosend over six additional laborers. The priest 
of the Budha Temple, whose conversion gave us so much joy, 
continues steadfast in his views, and assiduous in labors. He has 
sent us over about five hundred verses of ,a new translation of the 
sacred Scriptures into the Cingalese dialect, written on the pal- 
metto leaf, accompanied witha grateful address. The execation 
obviously indicates the author to be a man of letters, and of great 
hope to the work in the East. 

With regard to the expenses of Missions so extensive, the 
Great Author of the work seems to have become responsible for 
thedemands. He has whispered in the hearts of his children— 
“ Phe gold is mine, and the silver is mine, saith the Lord.”— 
Feeling the impulse, they have formed themselves into missiona- 
ry associations in all parts of England, and come forward with a 
liberality highly pleasing. 

Laboring, therefore, together, in a work so glorious, we cer- 
dially enter into all your views of anity and love between the 
brethren of both countries. It mutaslly strengthens our hands, 
and exhibits a Christian temper calculated to recommend religion 
to the world. Your gratitude for the light and help which your 

fathers received from the first Methodist preachers that visited 
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dike ; % . 

Ireland, indicates your high sensé of the vilue of ihe Gospel, 
and expresses a sentiment truly Christian. We rejoice that you 
hu id fast those truths, andcherish piety with constant care. We 
rejvice not less to hear that sinvers have been converied, whether 
©. holic or Protestant in exterior name, But with regard to sin- 
ners converted from the Catholics, we have generally tound them 
to be persons of good understanding, and sound eaigion ; for 
men of less firm principle have seldom resolution to make the sa. 
crifices and endure the reproaches, to which sueh persons, on 
joining with us, beeome exposed. We exhort and epceour age you, 

rethren, to persevere in every good effort, that your nu inistry may 
ever be a transcript of all that oaght to pass between God and 
your hearers, and that you may continue to win over a maltitude 
of sinners to the Lord. : 

Brother Tobias. your representative, has in all things been ac- 
tentive to your business. and rendered bimself agreeable to us, 
by comrounicating all the requisite information respecting the af- 
fairs of Lreland. 

We have appointed our dear brother, and respecied president, 
Mr. Barber, to preside at your next conference, believing that he 
will be able to advise and assist you in all your affairs. 


Signed on behalf of the conference assembled at Manches- 
ter, August 14, 1815. 


JABEZ BUNTING, Secretary. 


Ne — amr 


JEWS. 


Extract of a letter from ihe Rev. E. G. Neitz, to the Rev. Mr, 
Ramftler. 


Riga, Nov, 2, O 8S. 1815. 


Dear Broither—September 21, O. S. of this year, I wrote 
to you, and refer to what I then wrote. I now have it in my 
power to send you.a list of the number of Jews in various coun- 
tries. 

1. In Poland —In Warsaw. 9700: in Posen, 3200: Polish 
Lissa, 3000: Kilisch, 1800: Rawitz, 1100: Geesen, 700. In 
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Thoren, Jeowraclaw, Adelnau, Mezeriz, Schwein, Reiszen, 
Fraustadt, &c. are numerous congregations of Jews. 

2. Silesia —In Breslau. 2000. In Dyhenfart, not many miles 
from Breslau, the Jews have a printing cffice and a foundery, for 
casting letters, In Glogau, 190: in Festemberg, Zitz, &c. are 
also many Jews. About 11,000 Israelites are computed to inha- 
bit this province, , 

3. Germany, 200,000.—In Prague, 8000: Frankfort on the 
Main, 7000: Hamburgh, 3500: Altona, 2400, with two syna- 
gogues: Dresden, 1000; Berlin, 3600: Furth, 2680, with a 
college : Oarlsrun, 540: Cassel, 490. In Frankfort on the Oder 
is a Jewish printing office. In Manheim, Hanover, Trewalde, 
Stei\io, Sondershausen, Dessau, Halberstadt, Harsgerode, Vien- 
na, &e. yt 

4. Kingdom of Prussia —Keenigsberg, 800: Dantzig 7.0. 

5. ln Hungary, 75 500.—1n Presburgh, Neusaltz, Miskolitz. 

6 Ia’ Gallicia, 80,00. 

7. In the European part of Tarkey —In Constantinople, 80 or 
90,060, with a Jewish printing office. Salonissi, 12,000: Spa- 
latra, 1000: Kirk, Ekklesie, Napoli and Romania, Lavidia, Pa- 
ya in Achaia, Zanka, (1000) Candia, Chios, Bucharest in Mol- 

avia, 

8 In Asiatic Turkey.—Io Aleppo, 5,500: Hebron, 8700: 
Jerusalem, 11,000: Smyrna, 1200. In Saphat is a celebrated 
Jewish college. 

9. In kaly.—In Venice ypwards of 400@: Ancona, 5000: 
Leghorn more than 15.000: Rome, 9000. 

10. In Bohemia live 46,000, and in Moravia, 27 U00. 

ll. In India white and black Jews are very numerous. 

12. Im Grusinia, according to Staudin’s Ecclesiastical Geogra- 

hy, live many Israelites, who are employed in busbandry. In the 
dt also, there are many Jews. 

The following account is to be found in Mr. Reiney’s descrip- 
tion of the Caucasus, vol. ii p: 76: “ Great numbers of Jews 
reside in Georgia, especially in the province of Hartuel, even in 
some villages They distinguish themselves materially from 
other Jews They are not given to commerce and usury, are 
only employed in agriculture, and live like other Georgian villa- 
gers. ‘They are subject to the same taxes and to the same vassa- 
age ; go also to war, and are distinguished from native Georgians 
only by their national descent and religion ; of which, however, 
they observe nothing beyond the rite of circumcision, abstinence 
from pork and some traditions. ‘They have neither synagogues 
nor Levites. and are not regarded as genuine Hebrews, but as 
Canaanites, by the orthodox Jews” Perhaps they are descend. 
agis of the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel. . 
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It is certain that Jews, atin they are experimentally convinc. 
ed of the trath of Christianity, are likely to be the most usefa| 
and zealous apostles, at least. among their own nation. In proof 
of this, Paul and some Jews.converted in n modern times, may bg 
meationed. : 


‘POETRY. 


When will my Saviour come 
And bid my troubles cease, 
And take my weary spirit home 

To everlasting peace ? 


I pine te be with God, 
Where sorrow is unknown, 
To see his glorious, bright abode 
And worship at his throne. 


Tho’ sin and Satan try 
To lead my feet astray ; 

Vet I will tread the road on high 
To everlasting day. 


All glory to the Lamb, 
Who wash’d me in his blood ! 
hope to praise bis holy name 
Beyond death’s swelling flood. 


Ye Christian souls, arise! 
Ye Heav’n bound few rejoice ; 
Behold the kingdom in the skies, 
Which you have made your choice. 


I will adore my King, 
While he protracts my days ; 












. is 


And when I diej my lips shall sing 
The wonders of his grace. A 


‘Though in a world of snares, 
Beset with foes around, 

My God, whose smile my spirit cheers, 
Will all my foes confound. 


Ye who refuse to pray, 
Behold your awful doom ! 


Will you to darkness make your way, 
2 _. Darkness beyond the tomb ? 


O stop! this moment stop ; 
The voice of mercy hear, 

That voice which bids you turn and hope, 
Though you the vilest are. 

















Jehovah bids you come, 
That you his love may taste ; 

Fly to his arms, and find a home, 

Whigh evermore shall last. 








ON TIME. 
Addressed to a Lady.—By S. Osborne: 


Mov’d by a strange, mysterious power, 
‘That hastes along the rapid hour, 

I touch the deep-ton’d string ; 
Even now I saw his wither’d face, 
Beneath yon tower’s mouldering base, 

Where mossy vestments cling. _ 
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Dark roll’d his cheerless eye around, 
Severe his grisly visage frown’d, 

No locks his head array’d ; 
He grasp’d a hero’s antique bust ; 
The marble crumbled ints dust, 
And sunk amidst the shade ! 





PEE 2s" 55 as ae eS aT ¢ Sa 







at . 7 ee er 
: rw : ~ shee :. 
meneame, timate et eect. ta s-tiniate witinn Battin 


$28 
Malignant triumph fill’d his eyes; 
‘ See, hapless mortals, see.’ ne cries, 
* How vain your idle schemes. 
Beneath my grasp, the fairest form 


Dissolves and mingles with the worm ; 
Thus vanish mortal dreams. 


‘ The works of God and man I spoil ; 
The noblest proof of human toil 

I treat as childish toys— 
Icrush the noble and the braves 
Beauty I mar, and in the grave 

I bury human joys.’ 


* Hold! ruthless phantom—hold !’ I cried; 
If thou canst mock the dreams of pride, 
And meaner hopes devour— 
Virtue, beyond thy reach shall bloom ; 
When other charms sink to the tomb, 
She scorns thy envious power. 


On frosty wings the deamon fled, 
Howling, as o’er the wall he «ped, 

‘ Another year is gone !’ 
The ruin’d spire—the crumbling tower, 


Rodding ets ’d his awful power, 
IM 


As 


Since bounty Cot to time must bow, 
And age deform the fairest brow, 

Let brighter charms be yours— 
The female mind. embalmed in truth, 
Shall bloom.in preriastiog youth, 

While Time himself endures. 


E flew swiftly on. 
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